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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 THE HA 00517 311556Z 
ACTION EPA-04 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 AID-05 CEQ-01 CIAE-00 ERDA-07 
COME-00 DODE-00 EB-08 INR-07 10-13 L-03 NSF-02 NSC-05 
NSAE-00 PM-04 USIA-15 OES-06 SS-15 SP-02 FEAE-00 
INT-05 /115 W 

311853Z 124312/45 

R311438Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9790 

UNCLAS THE HAGUE 0517 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, NL 

SUBJ: EPA REQUEST FOR ENVIRONMENTAL INEORMATION 
REE: STATE 014083 

1. DUTCH TRANSPORT MINISTRY'S NORTH SEA DIRECTORY AND THE 
GOVERNMENT'S INSPECTOR GENERAL OF MINES INFORM US THAT 
NEITHER THE USE NOR THE DISCHARGE OF CHEMICAL COMPOUNDS 
(INCLUDING EERRICHROMELIGNOSULFONATE) USED IN OFESHORE DRILLING 
ON THE CONTINENTAL SHELF UNDER DUTCH JURISDICTION IS BANNED 

AS STATED IN PARA 2 REFTEL. AS A DIRECT OUTCOME OF THE OSLO 
TREATY, AND AS AN IMPLEMENTATION OE ARTICLES 48 AND 49, OF 
THE DUTCH MINING REGULATIONS OF MARCH 1967, THE GOVERNMENT ON 
JANUARY 1, 1977 PROMULGATED GUIDELINES ON THE LIMITATION OFC 
SEAWATER POLUTION ON THE CONTINENTAL SHELF. THESE GUIDELINES 
DO NOT EXPLICITLY LIMIT OR FORBID THE USE OR DISCHARGE OF 
PARTICULAR CHEMICAL COMPOUNDS USED IN OEFSHORE DRILLING. 

HOWEVER, BASED ON INEORMATION SUPPLIED BY OEFSHORE OPERATORS 
WITH REGARD TO CHEMICALS USED, THE INSPECTORATE OF MINES IN 
CONSULTATION WITH THE NORTH SEA DIRECTORY CAN ADVISE DISCON 
TINUATION OR REPLACEMENT OF A CHEMICAL IF THE METAL CONCEN- 
TRATION PROVES TO BE EXCESSIVELY HIGH. THIS WAS DONE IN THE 
PAST IN LIMITING THE USE OF CHROMELIGNOSULFONATEN, LATER 
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REPLACED BY FERROCHROMELIGNOSULFONATE AND FERRIEERROLIGNO- 
SULFONATE. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND THAT NO INEORMATION COULD BE PROVIDED ABOUT 
TESTS CONDUCTED OR TOXIC REACTIONS EOUND, PARTLY BECAUSE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF GUIDELINES MENTIONED IN PARA 1 IS IN ITS 
INTRODUCTORY PHASE OND ALSO BECAUSE ANALYSIS OF CHEMICALS FOR 
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METAL CONCENTRATIONS IS BOTH COSTLY AND TIME CONSUMING. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION EPA MAY CONTACT: MR. J.A. AUSEMS, 

STATE INSPECTORATE OF MINES, J.W. FRISOLAAN 3, THE HAGUE; 

MR. F.J.H. BASTIN, STATE INSPECTORATE OF MINES, APPOLLOLAAN 
9, HEERLEN, THE NETHERLANDS. 

MCCLOSKEY 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICIES, OFFSHORE DRILLING, CONTINENTAL SHELF, WATER POLLUTION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 31 -Jan-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 
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Expiration: 
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Format: TEL 
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Line Count: 68 
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Page Count: 2 
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